
DCC, Inc. speaks at Schoharie County Board of Supervisor’s Meeting

DCC, Inc. request our local, state and federal officials support the following 

DCC, Inc. feels that concerns fall in three categories:  Physical Condition of the Dam, 
Management of the Dam and Communications between NYCDEP, PASNY, Schoharie 
County and the Public.    

1. Full and open disclosure of the conditions of the Gilboa Dam, post August 28, 2011, 
including both the 1324’ long masonry spillway and the 600’ earthen dam.

2. A review, by an independent, reliable “third party”, of the following:  a. reasons for the 
failure of the 4 extensometers in the spillway structure at the height of the recent flood, 
b. the data provided by these instruments prior to their “going down” and c. the 
performance of the sentinel anchors/ load cells, both before and after the flood of 
8/28/11.

3. The placement of additional extensometers and sentinel anchors in the Gilboa Dam 
Spillway and additions inclinometers in the earthen portion of the Gilboa Dam; additional 
instrumentation on a greatly eroded and stressed dam that is nearly 90 years old is not a 
luxury, it is a necessity.

4. The creation of the position of a public inspector and observer of constructions 
activities at the Gilboa Dam. This is a long time DCC request and its validity is borne out 
by the fact that  NYCDEP did not inform Schoharie County Officials of the existence of the 
“new notch” and bulkhead until after they were questioned about its existence by DCC, 
Inc. The current system, if any exists at all, of passing on relevant information from DEP 
to the county and, of equal importance, to the PUBLIC downstream of the Gilboa Dam 
clearly is not working! Public oversight of activities at the Gilboa Dam is long overdue.

5. The creation of the position of a permanent Gilboa Dam/Schoharie Reservoir Engineer, 
residing in the area, with both office  and staff on site below the Gilboa Dam to oversee 
operations.  As the events of Sunday, 8/28/11 unfolded as mentioned in the enclosed 
DEP report, electronic communications between Gilboa Dam and NYCDEP’s Grahamsville 
office failed.    It should be noted that the bulkhead failed at el. 1131.75’ at 10:40 a.m. 
Sunday, 8/28/11.  This sent a surge of water downstream adding an addition 6300 cfs to 
flood volume.  This constituted roughly a 25% sudden increase in flood water volume 
spilling at the Gilboa Dam at the time of failure and 5.6% of the flood water spillage at 
Gilboa when the maximum discharge of 110,00 cfs occurred. Absentee, electronic 
computerized surveillance of the Gilboa Dam, as proposed by Mr. Vickers on Friday, 
8/26/11 would not have worked!  Thank God that the DEP Police were on site and able to 
communicate with the Grahamsville’s office via radios, during the unprecedented water 
levels and volume, 1137.9 and 110,000 cfs, respectively.


